
IN SENATE..August 1, 1848.

EXPLORATION OF OREGON AND CALIFORNIA.

Mr. Breese, froai the Select Committee to witch
the subject was referred, made the following Reprt:
The select committee to whom w** referred the reaoiiion

of the Senate to inquire into the expediency of providing for
the publication of the result* of the late exploring expedi'on
of J. C. Frkuomt to California and Oregon, to be publieed
as a national work, free from copy-right and subject to he

disposition of Congreas ; 'and alao, to inquire into thf t-f

diencv ol providing for the continuation and completion of tie

surveys and exploration of the aaid J. C. Fremont, witl a

view to develop the geographical character of the count',
,aud the practicability of establishing railroad or other comm
nications between the valley of the Mississippi and the Facix
ocean, the results of said further purveys and explorations o

be also published as a national work, froelrom copy-right aid
subject to the disposition of Congress, respectfully ask leave o

report :

That it is a matter of great public inteeest, the commithe
believe, for the Government and Jor the people of the Uniltl
States, to become accurately acquainted with the value of tie
large possessions now belonging to the UuiieJ States beyooJ
the Rocky Mountains, and also with the means oi comrnua-

cating with those poeaeoiious and with the Pacific ocean, cn

which they border, by railroads or other modec of travel aid
conveyance ; and the committee believe, from the knowledge
they hive of the inclination of Mr Fremont's uiind, his hi-
bita and pursuits, and his already great acquaintance with tie
countries in question, acquired through extraordinary perse¬
verance, to be peculiarly well fitted to give to the Govert-
ment and to the people the information it is so desirable fa
them to possess in relation to the value of California and
Oregon, and the means of communicating with theia.
From the early age of seventeen, a« the commiree are in¬

formed, Mr. Fremont has been utmost constantly engaged in
astronomical arid geographical pursuits, and nearly :ho whole
time in the open field, and the las.t six years in the country be¬
yond the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains. He hac made
three expeditions to those remote and interesting .regions.
The results of the two first were published by order of Con¬
gress, and commanded genera! applause both in this o^uutr*

and in Europe. The celebrated Baron Humboldt, and the
President of the Boyal Geological and Royal Geographical So-
cieties, London, have spoken of them in most favorable terms,
and eminent scientific men and journals of our own country
have yielded equal commendation. [Sec appendix to this
report.] An assistant of the celebrated Nicollet, who was a

distinguished member of the Freneh National Institute, he
has reached a most commanding portion as a scientific ex¬

plorer, and achieved for himself the designation of the Ameri¬
can Humboldt.

I he nrst question witn tec committee was to inquire into
the expediency of publishing, as a national work, free of copy¬
right, and subject to the disposition ot Congress, the lesults of
this last or third expedition of Mr. Fiemcnt; and, although
favorably impressed with the value of these results from the
previous labors and character of the author, it was deemed pro¬
per to inquire into the reaJ character of the proposed publica¬
tion, means for forming some judgment on this point being al¬
ready at hand in tbe manuscript map of Oregon and Califor¬
nia, (now in tbe bands of the lithographer, and which person¬
ally the committee have examined,) and also in the geographi¬
cal memoir to illustrate that map, published by order of the
Senate, and which, it is presumed, all have read. This map
and memoir, in the judgment of the committee, not only sus¬
tain the previous reputation of the author, but enhance it, as

might well be expee'.ed from a more ripened intellect, from a

more experienced explorer, and from a spirit ardent in the
pursuit of science, and excited by applause to higher exertions.
This map and memoir, though hastily prepared, and as a mere

preliminary to a full work, increase the reputation of their au¬

thor, and give valuable information to the statesman and to
the farmer, to the astronomer and geographer, to the man of
science in the walks of botany and meteorology. But they
must be regarded only as a sample of tbe results of that expe¬
dition, from the view of which the value of the whole may be
judged. As far as ihe exploration has been carried, every
thing necessary to show climate, soil, and productions has
been collected. More than one thousand specimens in bota¬
ny, a gr-at number in geology and mineralogy, with drawings
of birds and animals and remarkable scenery, and a large col¬
lection of the skins of birds, with the plumage preserved, have
been, as tbe committee are informed, 'brought home to eniich
the stores and add to the sum of human knowledge. The bo¬
tanical specimens, examined by Dr. Torrey, are deemed by
him of great value, and worthy of tbe expense of European en¬
graving, if not done by our own Government.
The committee, upon this view of the results of the last ex-

peditiou of Mr. Fremont, deem them of great national impor-
tance, giving just ideas of Oregon and California, and such
as ought to be published in the manner puggestad in the reso-
ljiiun under consideration.
The continuation of the surveys and explorations by Mr.

Fremont, with a view to complete our knowledge of the great
country between the Mississippi and the Pacific ocean, is the
remaining inquiry referred to this committee, and of the expe-
diencv of providing for such continuation they entertain no
doubt. It is, in their judgment, but carrying out the plain
suggestion of reason and the plan of Mr. Jefferaon, when he
sent Lewis and Clarke to the Pacific ocean.

Reason tells a nation, as it does an individual, that when
it has acquired a new and distant possession, the fiist thing
to be done if to learn its value and the means of getting to it.
The instructions of Mr. Jefferaon to Lewis and Clarke, drawn |
uo bj Lis own hand, embraced inquiries under both these
heads, in relation to Oregon ; they now become still more im¬
portant in relation lo Oregon and California united, and tbe
intervening region of the Rocky Mountains, which lies as a

barrier to be crossed or turned between those territories and
tbe valley of the Mississippi.
The committee think they do not err when they assume it

as an indisputable position that tbe public interest and tfie
wishes of the people require further-examinations into the
character of the soil, climate, and productions; the geology,
botany, and mineralogy of Oregon and California ; and also
into the practicability of railroad and other communications
between those countries und the valley of the Mississippi, to
which the public attention has been lately, and is now, so

much directed ; and they do not hesitate to say that Mr. Fre¬
mont ia one of the moat, if not the most, suitable person to
make these examinations, and a publication of the results,
under tbe direcUon of Congress, and without copyright, as
tbe moat judicbus and advantageoua mode of publication. Mr.
Fremont has spent six years of his life in explorations to these
distant regions, and in thai time has crossed the Rocky Moun-
tains, as the committee are informed, at seven different points;
has traversed the country from the Mississippi to the Pacific
ocean on several different lines, and has made about twenty
thousand miles of exploration* in wilderness countries, and
understands thoroughly, there is no doubt, the general struc¬
ture and configuration of the country, and knows where to

go and what to do to complete his exsminations. He has
shown himself to be possessed of all the qualifications for
such an enterprise, with resources to supply wants, to con¬

quer difficulties, and to command success ; and talent to exe¬

cute his task to the satisfaction and admiration of hi* own
countrymen and of the first men of Europe.
The commute learn with pleaaare that it ia Mr. f remont *

own desire to finiah up the great work in which be wm ao un¬

expectedly interrupted in the courae of the laat year. No
other peraon probably could, for the reaaona Mated, do the
work eo well, or in ao abort a time, or at ao amall an expenae.
No other peraon-could be employed in the work without ap¬
propriating to himaclf the fraita of hia long and ardoooa la bora,
and building apon loundationa which be baa laid, and taking
'he credit of oprrationa which only want the finiahing hand of
their author to e tct a monument of honor to himaelf and of
utility to hia country. It therefore aeema bat an act of juatice

f
to thia individual that be ahould be continued in a work which
be commenced, end hia thoa far ao aooceaafully proeecuted.

In hi« j«oirr»|)hkaJ memoir, printed by order of the Senate.
Mr. Fremont propoaea lo continue and complete bia etplora
tiona in Oregon and California, and to pubtiah the reaalta,
under the direction of Oongreaa, aa a national work, and with¬
out copyright. It ia the mode in which the reaulta of his pre-
vioue expedition! have been ptiMiabed, and with great advan¬
tage to the public, aa all will acknowledge, hia journale and
mapa being immediately reprinted and multiplied in cheap
ffdttiona, aa well in Europe ai in thia country ; and thua all
bia diacoveriea, and all the information he acquired, paaaing
at once into the idin of general knowledge. It ia deemed by
the committee the proper mode of dinaeminating uaeful inlor-
mation obtained at the expenae of the Government, and which
ahoold be diflToaed at once without the impediment of copy¬
right!, and the au:hoi, where deeervmg it, compenaated in
aome other form foi any extraordinary «er»K* which be baa
rendered.

The policy and expediency of aacertaimng the value of oar
new and diatant acqniattiona waa early felt and enforced by
oar O ivcrnment. It commenced with the aequi«iiion of Louia-
jana The expedition of Lcwia and Clarke wa* the oflapringof that policy. The eontemporaneoua expedition of MajorFreeman, on the Red river, and of Lieat. Pike to the eoarce
of the Mi*aiaeippi, were part- of the aatse policy. Mr. Jaf-
foraon, at the aame time, recommended annual appropriation
tor the |>urpoae of continuing geographical reeearchea in Lou-
iciana. In the yeera 1804 and 1 HOC, daring hie Preaidency,and under the recommendation of that illuetriou* friend and

Bitron of acienre, repotta were made by committee* of the
oa»e of Repreeentativee in favor of the annual appropriation!

for explorations but they did not ripen into lawa. At a later
dale, and hat recently, proviaioa baa lieen made for promoting
geological dieeovenea on the Upper Miaaieeippi and Lake Su¬
perior, with . view to underataod the value of the public landa
there aituale j and the aam of frwty tboueend dotlara ia ineeited
in the genewl appropriation bill of the preaent mmmon to de¬
fray the expewea of the peeent year of that «urrey.

The rummitwe Jo but advert to tbe large expenditure for
exploration* upon the water to distant viand* of tbe ocean,

gathering in iu progress rich spoils to add to the treasury of
science, and opening to the knowledge of our country all that
i» retnailiable iu the animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms
ot countries whose resources our enterprise has mainly contri¬
buted to unfold to the world.

These distant but interesting countries are not oer awn, and
arc not to be settled and cultivated by our race, and if »t was

good policy to traverse tbe deep to visit them, and (j publish
the reaults of the hazardous exploit as a national-work, the
committee cannot hesitate to believe that the policy of the ex¬

plorations proposed to be followed by theii publication as a na¬

tional work, tbe development of the resources of a country
soon to be tilled by people of our own lineage, is much more

apparent, and oommsnds itself more strongly to the general
approbation.
The committee, thartf ire, feeling all tbe reasons in favor of

such ^explorations to be greatly increased by the recant acqui
siiion of California, and the exclusive possession of Oregon,
and when so much has already been done towards exploring
them, deem it expedient that further provision be made for ex¬

ploring Oregon and California, and ascertaining practicable
routes for a railroad or other coinmunicationa between the val¬
ley of the Mississippi and the Pacific Ocean, and for publish¬
ing the reaults as a national work ander the direction of Con¬
gress and- without copyright; and they have with on^ ac-

.cord directed their chairman to move the necessary approuria-
lion, to wit, $30,000, being the amount usually appropriated
for topographical survetys beyond the Mississippi.

APPENDIX.
k~.Extract from a Utter from the Hon. Edward Eo~rti!

toJknutor Benton.
"CiN«n»u(, (Mass.) March SO, IMti.

"JIkak Sib : A short time since, I sent two copies of the
Congressional documents containing Capt. Fremont's two re¬

ports to London ; one to Dr. tfolland (whe spoke of you with
great kindness on his return to Boston) and one to Sir R. J.
Murahison, late president both of tbe Geological and Geo-
graphics' societies, and one of tbe most eminent British geolo-
gists. In a letter received from the last-named gentleman, by
the steamer of the 4th March, he speaks in the following man-
ner of C^pt. Fremont's leport: 'The work ofCapt. FrenioM
so deeply interested me (it is really the most romantic as well
as instructive survey) that I wrote oat a little analysis of it for
the president of our geological society, Mr. Horner,* aud if
he has not qpace enough to do it justice in his anni?ersaiy dis¬
course, I will take cant that theexcellent services ofyour coun-

tryman are duly noticed in tbe speech «f Lord Colchester, my
successor as President of the Koyal Geographical 8ociety.'
Knowing your.connexion with Capt. Fremont, I have thought
it might be some satisfaction to you to ieain that luc labors
were appreciated by good judges abroad. I should long since
have made him my personal acknowledgments for the gratifi-.
cation and instruction which I have derived from his reports,
had I had the honor of bis acquaintance. I should have sent
more copies to Eogknd could 1 have procuied them."

E-.Extractfrom a Utter from Dr. Leiber, of Columbia
College, South Carolina, to Senator Benton.

" Vou recollect tb*t last year I sent Colonel .Fremont's re¬

port, Ac. to Europe. My son, wbo is now studying mining
in Europe, to prepare himself for your West, and to aid, one
of these days, in the development of the mineral wealth of our
country, lately wrote me that tbe papers I Rent had been stu¬
died with the deepest interest by the mineralogists and geolo¬
gists in Berlin, to whom Baron Humboldt had communicated
them, after a careful perusal by himself."

C..Extract from a letter from the United States Consul,
Edward Warren, Triette, to Senator Benton.

" I travelled, not as I first intended, over Hamburg and
Berlin to this city, but took a passage to Leghorn, from which
place I proceeded to Trieste. I availod myself of a favorable
opportunity to forward the books which you entrusted to my
care to Baron Yron Humboldt. During the month of July I
obtained a short leave of absence from my poet, and proceed¬
ed to the north of Germany. Whilst at Berlin I had an in .

terview with Baron Von Humboldt. He hade me thank you
for the present with which you had favored him. He had
already in his possession " Fremont's report," but not Nicol¬
let's work. He put some questions to me in relation to your¬
self, your political career, your age, and so forth, to which I
gave full replies. He then inquired in relation to Colonel
Fremont, whote work be said had been read by him with
great interest, as the work of " a man of talent, courage, in¬
dustry, and enterprise." These were tbe words lit* rally used
by Mr. Von Humboldt.
" Extracts from the report have made their appearance

in many of the German papers, and the scientific world
(through the republication of tbe work by Wiley & Putnam,
in London) has become generally acquainted with it ; and I
can say truly, frcm the conversation which I have had upon
the subject with many men entitled to a judgment, it is appre¬
ciated as a very valuable work."

D..Extract from a letterfrom Dr. John Turret/, of Prince¬
ton, N. J., to J. C. Fremont.

" After incessant working on the Californian plants, from
the time tbev were received till this moment, I have secured
all that were not decomposed, and have the entire collection in
clean dry paper. The loas of one or two boxes, and the par¬
tial injury of some others, we can well bear, when the rest
are so valuable. Of those that were spoiled I trust there were
duplicates of the greater part in the rest of tbe herbarium.
No doubt there are many new specie* among your discove¬
ries. The pines are well represented, and most of them can
be drawn so as to show all the essential parts. As soon as I
get Captain Wilkes's plants off my hands, I shall attack thexe
with vigor. How much I regret not having a botanical artist
at my elbow, as my friend Dr. Grey has. Now that the doc¬
tor has undertaken the great bulk of the exploring expedition
botany, he will, I fear, need the wholo of .Mr. Bpragut's (his
artist's) time.
" The only way to have our work properly executed is,

either to import an artist (and one could be got at a very trio-
derate salary) or to aend the specimens, from time to time, to
Europe, where they might be drawn and put at once upon
the stone." . " *

" Please let me know what I am to do about drawings of
your new and rare plants. They ought to be put in hand
soon, as it will take a long time to get them properly done.
At aoy rate, I will send a few to Franee immediately, and
have them drawn under the eye of Professors Jussien and
Dccaisne. We can then find exactly what they will cost.
Do you not think that the forest trees ought to be done in a
style and sixe with Michaux's Sylva ? A supplementary vo¬

lume, or diftinct work rather, on tbe trees of Cslifornia and
Oregon, would be a most acceptable gift, not only to botanists,
but to men of taste and lovers ot nature generally.
" Was I right in supposing the Taxodium nemperrirena

to be your great cedar * Tbe Thuya does not grow to the
enormous sixe that you mention ; but the Taxodium does.
Wbst a pity there was not time to get a figure of it leady for
your report."
E..Extract from the report of a committee of the House
of R'prrtrntatiwca, March 8, 1804, of which Dr. Samuel
L. Mitchell was chairman, on the resolve of the Hi/use,
directing them to inouire into the expediency of authori¬
sing the President of the United Statu to cause certain rt-
mote and unknown points of Louisiana to be explored.
" By a aeries of remarkable Willi, the United States have

lately acquired ¦ large addition «f «oil and juriadiction. Thia
i* believed, beaidee the tracU on the eaat aide of the Missis-
nppi, to include all the country which liea en the westward,
between that river and the freat chain of tnountaina that
stretch from north to eooth, and divide the watera running into
the Atlantic from thoee which empty into the Pacific ocean <
and beyond that chain, between the territories claimed byGreat Britain on one aide and by Spain on the other, quite to
the South ttea. It ie highly desirable that thia extensive re¬
gion ah mid be visited, in now parte at least, by intelligent
men. Important additions might thereby be;made to the aci-
ence of geography. Varioua materials might 'hence be de-
rived to augment our knowledge of natural history. The
Government would thence acquire correct information of the
situation, extent, and worth of ita own dominiona; and indi-
viduals of research and curiosity would receive ample gratifi¬
cation, a* to the works of art and the productione of nature,
which exut in those boundless tracta."

* Mr, Lyall'a £»ther-ir)-law.

WHAT IX THE NODE OP TREATMENT best
adapted to the cure of fever and Ague f It tun

I uanal'v been trs*ted by medical men aa a diaeaae ot itielf.
Strictly apeaking, it ia not a diaeaae, hut a tymtofm of di*ea*e.
It ia the reaiiit of derangement of the liver. Here liea the dif¬
ficult*, m»d hen ia the diaeaae. It ia therefore the liver to
which the remedy should be directed. Here thecauae exiMs,
and it ia the eauie which ia to be removed, or a permanent
core will net bet-fleeted. By addreaaingremediea to the aymp.
torn we leave the cause untouched, ready to produce a return
of the ahill* and fi rer on the first over-exertion of the mind or

body. The auceeit of Dr. 0*good'* INDI A CHOLAGOC.UE
in effecting permanent cure* of auch aff. etiona ia explained by
ita well-known de thMruent effect upon the biliary organ*.
The above excellent medicine may be found at the atore* of

CHAS. STOTT k CO., Waahington,
JOHN L. KIDWKLL, <ieor<etOwr.,
WM. STABLER k BROTHER,

Alexandria, Vlrgini*.
July If.cptf if Agent a for the proprietor.

EirAMIAH DICTIONARIEH..Neuman and Barreti'i
) Spanirfi mid Knglith Dictionary, 9 vol*, octavo. TW»-

Mine, aiwidg< >!, complete in one volume. Cuhl'a9pani*h and
Kngliah Dictionary, a vol*. Meadow*'* Spanish and Engliih
Dictionary, I vol., London. Dietionnalre Eapagncl Franca i«,
et Francs>. Eap»Knol, par M. Nanex de Tabaeat, S volume*,
Pari*. And a variety of Phraae and Conversation Book*,
Kxercisea, eaav reading hook* in Speniah. in Spanith and En¬
glish, and In Hrnmsh and French, for itmiftKiMlhe language.

Alee, a email aolleeUen of the more eelebraied Spanish au-

ihora. !¦ -erted from England and Fraeee, by| july 99
' W. TAYLOR,

WASHINGTON.
..Liberty «n> Unlou, mow and forever, oue and

lme|W»blfc>»

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1848.

THE CAMPAIGN, No. IV.

THE MEXICAN WAR..THE LUST OF CONQUEST.
.THE ONE-MAN POWER.

We come now to the Mexican War, that mea¬

sure, or rather that series of measures of the pre¬
sent Administration which has been seleoled by the
Baltimore Convention for special eulogy aud felici¬
tation, in a resolution which the Democratic Can¬
didate for the Presidency might well approve, and
adhere to, as he has done, having been himself art
and part off the whole of that which it so highly
applauds. The resolution of the Convention on

this subject affirms that the war was just and neces¬

sary on our part; that it was provoked on the .part
of Mexico by years of insult and injury, and was

commenced by her army crossing the Rio Grande
and invading-our sister State of Texas. When the
resolutions of the Convention were passed, the
Treaty of Peace with Mexico was yet iu suspense;
of which suspense the. Convention availed itself to

resolve that, whilst the .ratification of tLe Treaty
remained in doubt, it was the duty of the country
to sustain the Administratiou in every measure neces¬

sary for the vigorous prosecution of the war, into, '

we suppose, " the vitals of the enemy's country;"
that being the declared purpose of the President,
should Congress give him the means; in which
purpose be was so zealously seconded and sustain-
ed in the Senate by Gen. Cam, that, if he did not
succeed in getting into 44 the vitals" of the enemy, j
it was through no scruple er backwardness of the
General.
Among the new party issues which enter into

the present canvass, we could imagine none to be
combated with more cheerful and hearty will than
those which the Convention has thus presented to

us, viz. the constitutioialily of a war made with¬
out the assent of Congress ; the necessity of a war

upon a ground (of disputed boundary, the only plau-
sible pretence for the war) which the President had
been instructed by Congress to consider a subject
of negotiation ; the justice of a war, itself wholly
unnecessary, upon a weak neighbor who was all
the while remonstrating, deprecating and protesting
against war; the liut of conquest, of annexation,
of robbery by right of the strongest, whieh was the
stimulait to the war; the false and contradictory
pretences upon which it was undertaken first, and
afterward* prosecuted ; *nd the successive usurpa¬
tions of power by the President which have mark¬
ed the progress of the war, from the beginning to
the end of it. Where else might we look in modern
history for sueh a compound of all that is unlawful,
vicious, and odious, as is the history of this war ?

After the very full discussion of the subject in our

own columns, and the many able and luminous expo¬
sitions of the origin, objects, and merits of that War
which have been made by our most eminent and
able citizens, it is no part of our purpose now to

repeat the story of its chronology and its events.

They are all familiar to our readers. Thank God !
the war is over; and there is no need now to reca¬

pitulate its follies, its falsities, and its crimes against
humanity and the law*; as we have heretofore done
when endeavoring to arouse the public mind to the
necessity of putting a stop to it. We need not, for
example, inform our readers that the War wae begun
by the President's marching our army into a terri¬
tory to which we had not a color of title; a territory
recognised by our own law to be debatable ground ;

and so recognised not only by the law but by our

Diplomatic Agents, from the Secretary of State,
in his correspondence with Mr. Slidell, down to

Mr. Donelson, in his correspondence with Gen.
Taylor : That, therefore, the assertion upon which
the intervention of Congress was sought and obtain¬
ed by the President, and which has so often been
repeated in papers bearing the signature of the Ex¬
ecutive, that "American blood had been shed upon
American soil,,, was a mere figment of the imagi¬
nation, and had no truth in it: That, after the first
shock of arms at the Rio del Norte, in which the
enemy was driven with defeat and rout from our

pretended boundary, there was neither necessity nor

justification, for any avowed purpose, for the inva¬
sion of Mexico with fire and sword which ensued :

That the object of that invasion, as it was of the
orders issued twelve months before to our naval
Commanders and the Commanders of our land ex¬

peditions on the Northwest Coast and Territory,
and of the Mission of Mr. Slidell, was to wrest

by force ot arms lrom Mexico certain territories i

which the President had set his heart upon obtain- <

ing.why or wherefore, understood to this day by
nobody but himself, unless possibly his official ad- 1

visers: That, entertaining these designs, whether
his plans embraced at first the conquest of all Mex-
ico, or only the acquisition of the Provinces which
it has unhappily saddled us with, the President did,
before there could have been any pretence of Mexi¬
can invasion to repel and of American blood to be
avenged, privily, and without the consent, or even

the suspicion of Congress, enter into a negotiation
with Santa Anna, the exiled chief of Mexico, the
only object of which could but have been to in¬
duce him to betray his country, and the effect of
which was to place him at the head of the Mexican
armies, with consequences* known to every one:

* The eonteyuence* ara well known to our reader* to have
been the re-in*igoraUon of the military power of Mexico to
snch an extent that armies of surprising force were brought
into tbe field, which notmng hut the great Generalship of oor

Commander# and the irresistible Gallantry of the mass of the
Army and Volunteers could ever have overcome. Wbat the
calculations were, we can only infer from such disclosure* a*

ihe following, by peraon* in the interest of the Government,
immediately after the battle of Cerro Gordo :

coaattroRDtKCB orm public i.Knor.a.
" WismweTow, M»f 13, 1847.

" Witb the defeat of 8anta Anna my hope of peace ia con-
' nderably diminished ; for, howtver urongly the Opposition
' press may have railed against what it wa* plensed to call
. ' tbe paesport granted to that chief,' certain it is that our best
' hvpts ofpract raited on Mm, and that nothing but the im-
. possibility of sustaining himself in Mexico has thus far b«f-
' fled his efforts to make the Congress agree to the proposition
¦ of our Government to send commissioners
" The tone of his warlike despatches wa*, from tbe com-

' mencement, forced upon him by the circumstances in which
. he was pieced, and pcartcTLT pbdbestooh herb bv rut
< Pbesidbkt inn bis Cabiubt. Santa Anna's only hope
« of success consisted in first satiafying tbe national vanity of
« his countrymen, or availing himeelf of some lucky accident
< to torn for a moment the fortunes of war, and to improve
< that moment for concluding a peace. He came very near
' tuck a chmct at Buena VUta, bat the battle of Cerro Gordo
. baa put an mi * his prospects, and, with thsm, our taleu-
. Unions of pens from that fnarter."

Thai, after e -succession of milits»y exploits
the brillia-Doy of which alone redeems this war from

unmitigated odium, the war was at length broughi
to a close, without accomplishing either of its pro¬
fessed objects, indemnity for the past or security
for the future, but leaving the nation burdened with a

large public debt, and with a jet greater incumbrance
in aoquired territory, bought at double its value,
and which has already, in its distraction of the Pub¬
lic Counsels, proved a<dire " plague to the inventor."
We forbear these topics, therefore, will* the

exception of a single point, which is yet pertina¬
ciously made the subject of argument before the
People- We refer of course to the main point.
the question, what was the rightful boundary of
Texas when annexed to the United States'? We
reier to that question the more particularly, . inas¬
much as the President has, in a late Message, laid
down yet more extraordinary principles regarding
it than even he had before advanced. The foun¬
dation of the war with Mexico was laid.six months,
however, after the preparation for it began, by: the
President.in his first Message to Congress, in
December, 1845, in the following assertion :

" The jurisdiction of the itJnited States, which at
4 the formation of the Federal Constitution was
4 bounded by the St. Mary's on the AUantic, has
' passed the Capes of Florida, and [by the annexa-
1 tion of Texas] been peacefully extended to the
4 Del Norte."

This declaration was in the teeth of the aet of
annexation itself, (the Joint Resolution,) passed
March 1, 1845, which runs as follows :

44 1st. That the Congress doth consent that the
Territory properly included in and rightfully be¬
longing to the Republic of Texas, may be erected
into a new State to be called the State of Texas," &c.

44 2. That the foregoing consent of Congress is
yfivon upon the following conditions, and with the
following guaranties, viz. Said State to be formed,
subjeet to the adjustment by this Government of
all questions o/"Boundary that may arise with other
Qovenunents[meaning of course Mexico, the
only conterminous Government.!
Here is the most clear and unequivocal declara¬

tion, by Congress, that Texas was to be annexed
only with the rightful boundary, and only on con¬

dition that any question on that subject was to be
the subject of adjustment by this Government with
Mexico. What sort of adjustment ? Was it to be
adjusted by force ; by marching an army into the
State of Tamaulipas, a State as distinct from the State
of Texas as the State of Pennsylvania is from
that of New York? How absurd, how destitute
even of plausibility is not such a pretension ! The
President knew, therefore, when he provoked a

war by this declaration, and when, Mexico not

having resented it, he marched an army into her
territory, that he was courting war with Mexico
unless she ignomjniously slunk from the defence of
tier own soil. In defence of this declaration it has
seen again and again said by the President, that
fexas had, by an act of her Congress, declared her
;erritory to extend to the Del Norte. But Congress,
when it passed the act of annexation, knew this as

well as the President, and it laid down the law for his
government, that 1 exas was to bring into this Union
only the territory 44properly included" within her
limits, and that what was so included was to be set¬
tled, not by her declaration, which could give her no

right, but by negotiation between the United States
and Mexico. That such was known to the Pre¬
sident to be'the intention of Congress, and that the
President himself had no real confidence in the
pretended title acquired from Texas to the Rio
Grande, is fully established by facts brought to light
by the late publication of the Slidbll instructions,
in which Mr. Secretary Buchanan wrote to that
gentleman, then our Minister in Mexico, as follows :

44 The President desires to deal liberally by
4 Mexico. You are therefore authorized to offer
. to assume the payment of all the Just claims of
4 our citizens against Mexico, and, in addition, to
* pay five millions ofdollars, in case the Mexican
* Government shall agree to establish the boun-
' dary of the two countries from the mouth of the
4 Rio Grande up the principal stream to the point
. where it touches the line of New Mexico ; thence
4 west of the river along the exterior line of that
4 province, and so as to include the whole within
4 the United States, until it again intersects the river;
4 thence up the principal stream of the same to its
4 source, and thence due north until it intersects the
4 forty-second degree of north latitude."

Independently of this testimony by the Adminis¬
tration itself, the President knew that the claim by
Texas, from whom it was alleged that we derived
title to the territory between the Nueces and the
Rio Grande, was good for nothing ; a claim which
it was disreputable to any gentleman who had ever

studied law (as the President and every member of
his Cabinet had) to set up even by way of argu-
neat. I he act ot 1 ex as which claims the Kto

Srande as a boundary was no more than the ex¬

pression of its wishes ; and, as regards right, was

the merest nullity. Every man of common sense

knows that he can acquire no title to his neighbor's
plantation by pretending to own it. Nobody knew
better the worthlessness of this claim than Texas her¬
self ; for which conclusion we have even better au¬

thority than a just respect for the intelligence of her
People. The late lamented Senator Ashley, of
Arkansas, in a Speech in favor of the Joint Resolu¬
tion of Annexation (of which he was an ardent ad¬
vocate) on the 22d day of February, 1845, placed
on record the following history of that claim of
boundary to the Rio Grande, (or Del Norte :)

.. The present boundaries of Texas, as I learn
. from Judge Ellis, the President of the Convention
. that formed the Constitution of Texas, and also a
. Member of the first Legislature under that Con-
. stitution, were fixed as they now are tolely and
. profettedly with a view of having a large margin
. in the negotiation with Mexico, and not with the
. expectation of retaining them a.% they now exist
« on their statute-book." ^

With such evidence as this before them, as was

jusdy remarked by Mr. Gallatin, in his treatise
on the subject, the iniquity of acquiring any portion
of this territory otherwise than by fair compact,
freely consented to by Mexico, i* self-evident. It
could not but be as evident to Mr. Polk, as a lawyer,
if not as a statesman, as it was to Mr. Gallatin, or

any other person. Yet, what language did he hold
in regard to Mexico, when she declined to receive a

Minister instructed to get possession from her of
other territories, instead of settling the boundary of
that already annexed ? r Why, in Mr. Buchanan's
letter of January 28, 1846, to Mr. Sijdkll-.our
Army being then under orders to march to the Rio
Grande.the following:

" Should the Mexican Government finally refuse
« to receive you, the cup of forbearance will then
4 have been exhausted ; nothing can remain but to

. take the rtdrttt of the injuries to our Govern
4 ment, and the intuitu to our citizens, into out
4 own hands."
And so repeals, following this instruction, Mr.

Slidell, in his letter of the 17th of March follow¬
ing, to the Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs :

44 The question has now reached a point where
* words must give place to acts. While he ["Mr. S.]
4 deeply regrets a result so little contemplated when
* he commenced the duties of his mission of peace, he
4 \* consoledby the reflection that no honorable efforts
4 to avert the calamities or war have been spared
4 by his Government, and that those efforts cannot
4 fail to be properly appreciated, not only by the
4 People of the United Slates, but by the world."

Here, certainly, is a formal denunciation of war

against Mexico, and, according to usage in such
cases, an appeal to the world, to bear witness that
Mexico, the opposite party, has left to the United
States no other alternative. War, therefore, was
intended by the Executive. Nay, it had already
been begun. The Army of the United States was,
at the date of this letter, already so far on its march
to Matamoros, that on the seventh day thereafter
(March 24) it arrived at Point Isabel, the Mexi¬
can authorities setting fire to their custom-house and
flying before it, and on the lith day thereafter
the Army actually sat down before Matamoros:
the Mexican authorities, all the while, so far from
making any demonstrations of war, that the Presi¬
dent of the Republic of Mexico, (Paredes,) on
the departure of Mr. Slidejll, issued a Proclama¬
tion declaring that, until the National Congress
should have considered the question, no act of ag¬
gression would be committed against the United
States by Mexico. Neither, after our armies had
invaded her territory, did Mexico declare war, as

appears by the following from a subsequent Pro¬
clamation :
" I solemnly announce that I do not declare war against -

' the Government 'of the United States of Amcrica, because
' it belongs to the august Congress of the Nation, and not
. the Executive, to resolve definitely what reparation should
4 be exactedfor such offences. But th'e defence of the Mexi-
' can territory, which the forces of the United States have
' invaded, is an urgent necessity, and my responsibility to
' the nation would be immense, should I fail to order the
4 troops, which thus act as enemies, to be repelled, and Ihave
' therefore given that order. From this day begins our de-
4 fensive war."
Whether the United States had or had not a just

claim to the territory between the Nueces and the
Rio Grande, the march of our Array into that ter¬
ritory was an act of war.

44 Whenever," says Mr. Gallatin, 44 a territory
' claimed by two Powers is and has been for a length
4 of time in the possession of one of them, if the
4 other invade and take possession of it by a mili-
4 tary force, such an act is an act of open hostility
1 according to the acknowledged practical law of
4 nations."*

This war, then, was begun, not by the authority
of the United States, nor by the war-making power
in that Government, but by the President of the
United States, withou; any sort of authority.out of
his own mere will, and to accomplish designs not
only not sanctioned by the Government proper, but
in defiance of a positive act of Congress forbidding
these his hostile proceedings.

Notwithstanding all this, the President, as re¬

cently as in his last annual Message to Congress,
when he asked for the means of penetrating fur¬
ther into the vitals of Mexico, reiterated, nearly
twenty times, in one form or other, that the war
was begun by the act of Mexico. He said in that
Message, for example, that " she struck the first
blow that" the invaded the Territory of Texas
that " she shed the blood of American citizens on
our own soilthat she committed " unjustifiable
and unprovoked hostilities that their [the Mexi-
cans'] faithless Government has commenced hostili¬
ties," <tc. The falsity of all this is abundantly es¬
tablished by the foregoing brief narrative of the
facts and law of the case.

The war was indeed a war of false pretences
from beginning to end, as we have heretofore abun-
iandy proved, and shall not go through the unne¬

cessary task of proving again. We should not
have touched even the single point of who was the
aggressor in this war, but for the fact that, instead
of showing any contrition for the injuries which he
has been the prime cause of inflicting on his own

country, the President, in his Message announcing
the ratification of the Treaty of Peace, renewing
the strain of his former Messages to Congress, has
spoken of the war just closed as a war " in which
our country was reluctantly involved in the neces¬

sary vindication of the National rights and
honor

There is a yet later Message of the President to

Congress which provokes affd demands a few re¬
marks. We refer to that in which he seeks pro¬
tection, for his repeated usurpations of Legislative
power during the war, behind the post which the
Constitution gives him of Commander-in-chief of
the Army and Navy of the United States. We
have heretofore demonstrated the utter incompati¬
bility of that claim with the intention and even the
positive prescriptions of the Constitution,' which
expressly assigns to the legislative branch of the
Government the whole class of powers which he
undertakes to derive prerogatively from his function
of Commander-in-chief, Sic. Because in a Monar¬
chy, the Commander-in-chief, who is the King,
possesses and exercises these powers, it is argued
that he, the President, has the same powers, though
the Constitution has expressly given these powers
to Congress ! Was ever such an absurdity? If
the President has yet to learn, we trust that Con¬
gress will teach him that the President possesses
no power but what the Constitution gives him ;
that he can derive no substantial power by analogy
from other Governments. His predecessor and

. Upon that point we are able to produce the authority of
General Cam hinwli. In the warmth of bia seal to defend
the President for having involved the country in war, in the
Debate on the 12th of May, 1M6, and endeavoring to throw
the responaibility upon Mexico, be eUipped thia point of all
possible doubt, a* the folldwing quotation from hia Speech
will ahow
" I have no doubt but the boundary of Texas goes to the

. Rio del Norte. But I do not place the justiScation of our
' Government upon any question of title. Granting thai the
. Mexicans have a claim to that country as well aa we, -till
' the nature of the aggression is not changed. We were in
. the poeaeaaion.a possession obtained without conflict.and
« we could not be divested of this poeaeaaion but by our own
« consent or by an act of war. The ultimate claim to the
. country waa a question for diplomaUc sdjurtment. Till that
4took place, the possessory right was in us \ and any attempt
4 to diiitodge us too* a cl*a* act or WAa."
Now, ss ws have shown, Wi were not in possession, but

Msxico wa», ss is proved by the fact of bsr people and <*ja-

tom-bouss officers flying before oar troops. Our invasion ol
the Territory therefore was, in the very explicit language ol

J General Cass, ««a char act qf taar."

patron Gen. Jackson undertook so to derive authori¬
ty to himself. But even he, then in the zenith chis popularity, and who feared nothing in human
shape, being promptly rebuked in Congress for pre¬ferring this claim to prerogative power, quailed be¬fore the burst of excited feeling which he had pro¬voked, and acknowledged hie error by a special
message to the Senate, in which he endeavored toexplain it away.*
The space allotted to this article does not allow us

to enter again into the particulars of the usurpa¬tions to which we refer, or to re-argue the constitu¬
tional question. We relinquish that task the more
readily, since it is now, as our readers may have
learnt from the speeches on the subject, (published
a few days ago,) in excellent hands in the House
of the People.
The patience with which Congress, as well asthe People, have borne with the misdeeds of theAdministration, its extravagant pretensions, and its

measures, entirely in character with its pretensions,,furnishes matter for curious speculation. It affords,certainly, a very pregnant commentary upon thedifference between theory and practice in govern¬ment.' In the framing of our own Government, and
in the Debates upon it in the State Conventions,the apprehensions of many of the most eminent
statesmen seem to have been that the Executive
would be the feeblest branch of the Government
that the President would be too much controlled
in the exercise of even his expressly granted
powers by the Legislative authority; that as to his
strictly Executive power he would be a mere tool
in the hands of the Senate ; and that the Executive
would in fact be constantly liable to encroachment
upon its authority by both branches of GeUgress :
to protect the President from which the qualified
veto power was specially given to him. Compar-paring his powers with those of the British Execu¬
tive (the King) the writers and orators of that daymaintained that our President would hardly have
any power at all, and it was perfeetly nonsensical
to compare the two offices together. The Presi¬
dent, they said, had no power to create nobles, and
no patronage to speak of. The President, theyfurther said, was, indeed, to be commander-in-chief
of the army and navy of the United States ; that in
this respect his authority would, it was true, be nomi¬
nally the same with that of the King of Great Bri¬
tain, but in substance much inferior to it, &c., for
that the power of the British King extended, amongother attributes, to the making of war and to the
raising and regulating of fleets and armies," all
which, they argued, " by the Constitution would
appertain to the Legislature." Notwithstandingwhich arguments, seriously and honestly preferred,
it turns out that the Executive in this Government,
under the present Administration, as endured byboth the People and their Representatives, is not
anly the strongest department of the Government,
jut is that which is capable of absorbing with im¬
punity the powers of all other departments of the
Government; that the Presidency is, in fact, a one-
wan power, in comparison with which the power
)f the Monarch of England is but the shadow of
i shade.
An illustration of this difference between ihe the¬

ory of the British Monarchy and the actual power
of its head, and between that of our Republic and
the power which its President takes upon himself,
is seen in a British act of Parliament which we

lately met with, (the Articles of War" for 1846,)
annually re-enacted. The Preamble of this act is
in the following words :

" Whereas the raising or keeping a Standing' Army, within the United Kingdon of Great Britain
and Ireland, in time of peace, unless it be with the
consent of Parliament, is against law," &ic.

* The Ssxatb of the United States having, on the 25th of
March, 1834, parsed a Resolution that the Phesideht, in
undertaking, in the receaa of Congress, to remove the public
money from deposite in the Bank of the United States, had
" asaumed upon himself authority and power not conferred
by the Consutution and Law*," President Jackson transmit¬
ted to the Senate, on the 17th of the following month, an ela¬
borate " Protest," in the course of which he advanced the
following extraordinary pretension, besides several others
squally so :

" The custody of the public property, under such regula-
. tions as may be prescribed by legislative authority, has al-
¦ ways been considered an appropriate Junction of the Exe-
' cutive department, in this and all other Governments. Ia
' accordance with this principle, every species of property be-
' longing to the United States (excepting that which ia in the
' use of the several co ordinate departments of the Govern-
' ment, as means to aid them in performing their appropriate
' functions) is in charge of officers appointed by the Presi-
' dent, whether it be lands, or buildings, or merchandise, or
' provisions, or clothing, or arms and monitions of war. The
' superintendents and keepers of the whole are appointed by
' the President, responsible to him, and removable at his will.
" Public money is but a species of public property. It

. cannot be raised by taxation or custom, nor brought into the
' Treasury in any other way except by law ; but, whenever
' or howsoever obtained, its custody always has been, and al-
. ways must be, unless the constitution be changed, entrust-
. ed to the Executive department. No officer can be created
4 by Congress for the purpose of taking charge of it, whose
. appointment would not, by the constitution, at once devolve
4 on the President, and who would not be responsible to him
4 for the faithful performance of his duties The Legislative
' power may undoubtedly bind him and the President by any
4 laws they may think proper to enact; they may preecribe in
' what plaice particular portione of the public money shall be
1 kept, and for what reason it shall be removed < as they may
' direct that supplies for the army or navy shall be kept in
. particular stores ; and it will be the duty of the President to
. see that the law is faithfully executed < yet will the custody
4 remain in the Executive department of the Government.
' Were the Congress to sssume, with or without a legislative
4 act, the power of appointing offieera, independently of the
4 President, to lake the charge and custody of the public pro-
' perty contained in the military and naval araenala, maga
' tines, and storehouses, it is believed that such an act would
4 be regarded by all as a palpable usurpation of Executive
4 power, subversive of the form as well aa the fundamental
' principles of our Government. But where is the difference
4 in principle, whether the public property be in the form of
' arms, monitions of war and supplies, or in gold and silver
4 or bank notes > None can be pereeivedi none is believed
. to exist. Congress cannot, thrrefurcJKfhtut ofthe hands
4 ofthe Executive department the eustmJfNhepwfccproper-4 ty or money, without an assumption of Executive power
4 and a subversion of the first principles of the constitution."
On the 21st of the same month, learning from |he debates

in the Senate that jost exceptions were tak«46 theee pre-
tensioos, he addressed an explanatory Meaaage totheSenste,
from which the following passages are copied :

¦« Having reason to believe that certain passages contained
4in my message end protest transmitted to the Senate on the
4 17th instant may be misunderstood, I think it proper to stale
4 that it wts not my intention to deny, in the said meaaage,
' the power and right of the Legielative department to pro-
4 vide by law*for the custody, «fe-keeping, and di^wsition of
4 the public money and property of the United States."
"I admit, without reeeive, as I have before done, thecen-

. ttitutional power of the Legislature to prescribe, by law, the
4 place or places in which thr public money or other proper-
. ty is to be depoeited, and to make such regulation* cooeern-
. ing its custody, removal, or disposition as they may think
1 proper to enact. Nor do I claim for the Executive any righi
4 to the possession or disposition of the public property or
' treasure, or any authority to interfere with the same, except
4 when such possession, disposition, or authority is given to
4 him by law. Nor do I claim the right in any manner to
4 supervise or interfere with the person entrusted with such
4 property or treasure, unless he be an officer whose appoint-. ment is, under the constitution and laws, devolved upon
. the President alone, or hi conjunction with the Senate, and
« far wheat o.duct he m am****.i | iwiiWs."


